Chapter VII

Berlin, sth-itfh January, 1914,

I HOPE you haven't a Zabern affair like we have here. The
effect it is having is deplorable. The country is divided into
two camps, the military people are triumphant, the civilians
crying out at injustice. This latest one is really flagrant. We
don't know where we are with the regime to which we are
condemned here. Everyone is afraid, discontent general and
individuals would like to flee from such an unenviable country.

This morning I got a letter from Count Hatzfeldt with
this sentence which is more or less on everybody's lips :
"Since this Zabern case we now know that from henceforth
we shall be governed solely by the military. Civilians are
excellent atiimals to mulct. . This sort of thing can't go on
and if I were free and younger I should leave the country."

Poincare* has announced his visit to the German Embassy
in Paris, a fact which is very much exciting Berlin. One
must see in this a desire to behave well. The Emperor will
be personally very pleased about it because he is the only
one who doesn't want war, but this isn't so with the others
who would like to see blood flowing.

I know that Schoen is well looked upon in official circles
in Paris, where they find him particularly conciliatory in his
methods.
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